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Dear Parents/Carers, 

 
What a busy first half term we had! Several new starters came and made friends quickly; we had special events like meeting 
the dogs for the first time and going on the Story Bus! We have continued our learning journey through laughter, play and 

prayer. Please remember to keep checking Facebook, Twitter and the school website for pictures of all the fun, learning and 
creating so far this year! 

Warmest Wishes and May God bless you All 
Miss Durkan and Mr Prior 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Diary Dates 
      28th Nov           - Parent performance 11am & 2:45pm 
      2nd Dec             - Dress up as an Elf Day 
      3rd Dec              - Nursery Trip 
      12th Dec           - Christmas jumper day 
      18th Dec           - Curriculum exhibition 3pm 
      19th Dec           - EYFS party afternoon 
      20th Dec           - Last day and EYFS nativity 
 

 
   

Nursery staff: 
Teacher: Miss Durkan and Mr 
Prior 
 
Teaching Support: Mrs Qureshi 
and Mrs Mikulska 

 

Literacy - Our topic this half term is ‘All Aboard!’. The children 
will share story books: ‘Things that Go’, ‘The Train Ride’, ‘The 
wheels on the bus’ etc. The themes of these books encourage us 
to think about vehicles, the wider world, journeys, routes and 
directions. 
Phonics - We are building a language rich environment within 
our classroom by daily phonological awareness lessons and high-
quality interactions to help build their communication and 
language skills.   
At home you could:  

- Talk to your child to help them increase their 
vocabulary.  

- Read a bedtime story every night, ask questions about 
the pictures and ask your child to predict the ending of 
the story.  

- Sing traditional nursery rhymes such as, The Wheels on 
the Bus, Twinkle Twinkle, Ring a Ring a Roses. 

   

RE – We will be exploring God’s Family, learning about how we 
are all welcome, our Virtues and how these support us in our 
learning and play. We will also be learning about the Christmas 
Story and even starring in our own Nativity! 
Maths – We have started our maths learning by exploring 
shapes and patterns. We will continue to build on mathematical 
language and spatial awareness.  
At home you could:  

- Sing songs: 5 little snowmen 
- Focus on learning the value of numbers 1-5, count out 

everyday objects from your home and say the 
numbers. 

Developing independence:  
- Allow your child to use playdough to build up their 

finger muscles to develop their fine motor skills. 
- Help your child to learn to put on their coat by 

themselves and to start the zip or buttons.  

Weather 
- Please make sure your child comes in suitable clothing (coat, jumper, boots, 
hat, gloves, if possible). We also get messy throughout the day, please pack 
spare clothes.  

We will be encouraging the children to play outside in all kinds of weather. 
Puddle suits are also particularly useful.  

Lending Library 
- Every Friday, your child will fetch a story  
book for you to enjoy at home with them.  
We ask that you:  

• read with them 

• discuss new words  

• talk about what is happening in the  
story or the pictures.  

This book must be returned the following  
Friday so that your child receives a new book.  
This will help to support their communication  
and language development. 
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Dear Parents, 
The dark nights have certainly found their way back to us and we return from half term to the month of November – a time 
to remember those who have gone before us into the loving embrace of God.  

We also find ourselves moving towards the season of Advent when we prepare to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus, the Son of God, at Christmas.   

 
In this issue of the newsletter you will find what your child is learning about in each year group. 
We hope you find this newsletter of interest and as always, please keep us in your prayers as we 
continue to support your children in their religious education.  

 
 
 
Dates from the Church’s calendar: 

11th November St Martin of Tours   3rd December St Francis Xavier 
12th November St Josaphat    6th December St Nicholas 
21st November Presentation of the Virgin Mary 7th December St Ambrose 
22nd November St Cecilia, Patron of Musicians 8th December  Second Sunday of Advent 
24th November Christ the King    9th December The Immaculate Conception 
30th November St Andrew, Apostle   15th December Third Sunday of Advent 
1st December  First Sunday of Advent  22nd December Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
The cycle of prayer during Advent and Christmas: Openness to the Word of God; Migrants and Refugees; Expectant Mothers. 

 

Nursery & Reception – God’s Family 

 
“Creation is the first and universal revelation of God’s love … Each human person 

 is made in God’s image …” 
Religious Education Curriculum Directory 

 
This half term, the children in the Nursery and the Reception classes will be learning about God’s Family. 
Throughout the topic, the children will be given opportunities to become aware that God made all the people in 
the world to be part of his family and that we are part of it too.  
 
They will learn that God made us to know and love him, as well as to show our love for him by helping one 
another. They will find out that God has given us gifts so that we can show his love to others.  

As Christmas approaches, they will learn that God’s greatest gift to us was to send his 
only son Jesus and learn how to respond to that gift. 

At home 
You could help your children by: 
• reminding them that Christmas is about the gift of Jesus to us and not just about 
receiving presents. 
• talk about your family and draw pictures of Jesus being part of your family 
• take them to see baby Jesus at church during the Christmas season. 

 

Eternal rest grant 

unto them O Lord, 

and let perpetual 

light shine upon 

them. May they 

rest in peace. 

Amen 

 

 


