
St Francis of Assisi Catholic Primary School 
 

 

 

    Reception Newsletter – Summer 1      
 

 

Topic 
 

Our topic this half term is ‘How does your garden grow?’ We will plant beans and learn how to care for them. The children 
will learn the names of the different parts of a plant. The children will create their own flower shop and pretend to sell 
the flowers they make. Our focusing books are Jasper’s Beanstalk, Jack and the Beanstalk and The Enormous Turnip. The 
children will re-tell the stories verbally using story pictures and actions. In PE the children will learn to move in a variety 
of ways by learning some new gymnastics moves.  
 
Dates for this term 
 

Thurs 5th May- Parents reading meeting at 3pm in the hall 
Thurs 26th May- Queen Jubilee Picnic  
ADVANCED DATE Wed 6th July- EYFS school trip to Butterfly World 
                                                      
What your child will learn at school this half term 
 

• Children are in phonics groups which are set to match their level of ability. When your child’s phonics group is 
ready to read books, you’ll be informed and they’ll start to bring books home to read. The books sent home will 
have been read throughout the week and all the sounds will have been introduced. This allows you to ask 
questions about the story and develop your child’s fluency.  

• This half term our main focus is to write sentences with tricky words included, words such as no, go, I, to and the.   

• In Maths, we will look at numbers 11-20 and learn to recognise them on a tens frame. We will add and subtract 
with larger numbers.  

• In RE, we will learn about new life and look at how we experience Easter joy because Jesus rose. 
 
How you can help at home 
 

Phonics 

• Help your child to practise writing, either labelling pictures or writing 
a sentence with tricky words.  

• We teach phonics using a scheme called Read Write Inc (RWI). You 
can find about more information about RWI and how we teach the 
letter sounds by visiting the link below.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q  

• Play Fred talk games with your child, please visit the link below to find 
out more https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEzfpod5w_Q 
 

Maths 

• Focus on learning the value of numbers 11-
20. 

• Begin adding and subtracting using higher 
amounts 11-20.   

• Match numerals 11-20 to their quantities.  

• Revisit money, adding 1p and 2p coins to 
make a total. 

 
Thank you for your continued support and we look forward to an exciting half term. 
 

Kind Regards 
 

Mrs Hough 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEzfpod5w_Q
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Dear Parents, 
 
The Church is celebrating the great feast of Easter – Jesus risen from the dead. This celebration goes on until the solemnity 
of Pentecost (Sunday 23rd May), the birthday of the Church. At Pentecost we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
who empowers and enables us to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. During this term the Church dedicates the month of May 
to Mary, Jesus’ mother. 
 
We hope, as always, you find this newsletter interesting and informative. Please keep us in your prayers as we keep you in 
our prayers, especially at this time. 
 
Prayer Cycle of the Church for Eastertide: New Members of the Church, Vocations, Human Work, The Right Use of the Media, 
The Church  
 

Dates from the Church’s calendar: 
21st April St. Anselm     13th May Ascension Thursday 
23rd April St. George, Patron of England   14th May St. Matthias, Apostle 
29th April St. Catherine of Siena, Patron of Europe 23rd May Pentecost Sunday 
1st May St. Joseph the Worker    24th May Mary, Mother of the Church  
3rd May Ss Philip & James, Apostles    25th May St. Bede, Doctor of the Church 
4th May English Martyrs     27th May Jesus Christ, the Eternal High Priest 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
   

Nursery and Reception— New Life 

“Jesus’ life, death and resurrection are the central event of all human history and at the heart of faith” 
Religious Education Curriculum Directory 

This half term, the children in the Nursery and the Reception classes will be learning about new life. They will learn about 
the story of the empty tomb, and learn that Jesus appeared to his disciples. The children will begin to understand the 
special gift of joy and peace that Jesus gave to his friends (John 20: 19-21) and can give to us as well. They will hear the story 
of Jesus going back to his Father and learn that   one day we shall hopefully go there too. 
 At home you could help your children by:    
• planting an Easter garden 
• looking for signs of new life 
• practise the Sign of the Cross, ‘Our Father’ & ‘Hail Mary’ 
• encouraging them to write their own prayers 

 
 

 


