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Welcome Back to St Francis Nursery 
We are delighted to welcome you back to school for the start of the summer Half-Term. We hope you all had a 
great Easter and spent lots of time with your families, friends and loved ones. We have had even more children 
joining our Nursery; they are settling in and quickly making new friends. As always, we will teach the children 
phonics and Maths every day and sing the same songs and do the usual routines to help your child learn. The 
children starting Reception in September will be starting the school’s phonics scheme, Read, Write Inc. Ask your 
child about this and see if they can remember the lessons. 
  
Topic 
Our topic this half term is ‘How Does Your Garden Grow?’ which also incorporates plants and growth. The 
children will look at several focusing books, including “Jasper’s Beanstalk” and the classic traditional tale ‘Jack 
and the Beanstalk. The latter story is especially good for oral retelling – telling your child a story without a book 
is a valuable skill and one that they will definitely love. Maybe you could retell other traditional tales too? 
 
Clothing Appeal 
If your child has grown out of any clothes perhaps you would consider donating them to school so that we could 
have a bank of spare clothes? We would be delighted to accept clean underwear, socks, vests, trousers and 
tops as well as any pumps you no longer need. Thank you. 
 
Home and school links 
If anyone is having difficulty logging on to Tapestry or if you’ve still not returned your Tapestry form, then please 
see Mr Prior so we can ensure you have access. Can we please encourage you to use Tapestry as a two-way 
link, so we can see the learning your child does at home. Please upload any photos or videos of home learning, 
as this will help gather evidence of your child’s learning and development towards the Early Years Foundation 
Stage curriculum. You can also message the teachers directly via email if you have any comments or concerns 
to: nursery@bsf-leeds.co.uk 
 
How you can help at home 

Phonics 

• Talk to your child to help them increase their vocabulary.  

• Read a bedtime story every night, ask questions about the 
pictures, ask your child to predict the ending of the story. 

• Sing traditional British nursery rhymes such as Baa Baa 
Black Sheep and Humpty Dumpty 

Maths 

• Sing songs which include counting and naming 
the numbers. Eg, 10 Green Bottles; 5 Fat 
sausages; 5 Little Ducks. 

• Focus on learning the value of numbers 1-5, 
count out everyday objects from your home and 
say the numbers. 

General  

• Help your child to learn to put on their coat by themselves and to start the zip or buttons 

• Help your child practice speaking in sentences of more than 2 or 3 words. For example, ‘Help me please’. 
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Dear Parents, 
The Church is celebrating the great feast of Easter – Jesus risen from the dead. This celebration goes on until the 
solemnity of Pentecost (Sunday 23rd May), the birthday of the Church. At Pentecost we celebrate the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit who empowers and enables us to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. During this term the Church 
dedicates the month of May to Mary, Jesus’ mother. 
 
We hope, as always, you find this newsletter interesting and informative. Please keep us in your prayers as we 
keep you in our prayers, especially at this time. 
 
Prayer Cycle of the Church for Eastertide: New Members of the Church, Vocations, Human Work, The Right Use of 
the Media, The Church  
 

Dates from the Church’s calendar: 
21st April St. Anselm     13th May Ascension Thursday 
23rd April St. George, Patron of England   14th May St. Matthias, Apostle 
29th April St. Catherine of Siena, Patron of Europe 23rd May Pentecost Sunday 
1st May St. Joseph the Worker    24th May Mary, Mother of the Church  
3rd May Ss Philip & James, Apostles    25th May St. Bede, Doctor of the Church 
4th May English Martyrs     27th May Jesus Christ, the Eternal High Priest 
______________________________________________________________________   

  Nursery and Reception— New Life 

“Jesus’ life, death and resurrection are the central event of all human history and at the heart of faith” 
Religious Education Curriculum Directory 

This half term, the children in the Nursery and the Reception classes will be learning about new life. They will 
learn about the story of the empty tomb, and learn that Jesus appeared to his disciples. The children will begin to 
understand the special gift of joy and peace that Jesus gave to his friends (John 20: 19-21) and can give to us as 
well. They will hear the story of Jesus going back to his Father and learn that   one day we shall hopefully go there 
too. 
 At home you could help your children by:    
• planting an Easter garden 
• looking for signs of new life 
• practise the Sign of the Cross, ‘Our Father’ & ‘Hail Mary’ 
• encouraging them to write their own prayers 
 

 

 

 


