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Reception Newsletter – Autumn I 
Welcome to Reception! I hope that you had an enjoyable and relaxing Summer 
break. We are looking forward to an exciting year ahead full of fantastic learning 
opportunities.  

 

Our Learning  
This half-term our topic is called ‘Fabulous Friends’ and we will be linking our learning to this across all subjects. After 
spending time settling in, we will be reading a variety of books, such as Mr Big by Ed Vere, Dogger and The Tiger who came 
to tea. The children will take part in structured phonics lessons where they will be taught the letter sounds of the alphabet. 
At school we use a scheme called Read Write Inc (RWI) to teach phonics. We will send you a link via text message so you can 
find out more about RWI. The children will work on developing their handwriting skills and a letter formation sheet will 
come home every Friday for them to practise. In maths this half term the children will begin learning how to subitise 
different amounts 1-5. Subitising is when you recognise how many objects are in a group without counting them. The 
children will partake in mindfulness circle time activities. These circle times encourage the children to reflect and share their 
ideas to support their physical and mental wellbeing. 
 

The staff in Reception are: 
 

Mrs Hough- Reception teacher and Early Years Leader 
Mrs Moreton- Reception teacher (M/T/F) 
Miss Shama- Teaching Assistant  
 
In Reception your child will have a keyworker, this is a member of staff that helps them to settle into the school routines. 
Your child’s keyworker is Mrs Hough.  
 

Naming clothing  

Please can we ask that all children’s clothing and water bottles have their name written on. This is because the children are 
unsure of their belongings, and it prevents items getting lost.  
 
Tapestry 
All the children in Reception will have a personal on-line learning journal which records photos, observations, and 
comments, in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage. If you have consented to us using Tapestry for your child, school 
has set up an account and you should have received an email from tapestry (check your junk mail). Please click on the link 
and set your own password. Your secure login will enable you to view your child’s learning journey. Please feel free to add 
photographs, videos and notes of your child’s experiences at home. If you have any issues with tapestry, please see a 
member of staff. 
  
For many years, at St Francis we’ve always prided ourselves in having an open-door policy, where we are happy to discuss 
your child’s wellbeing and education. As a school we encourage parental partnership and see it as vital for your child’s 
learning. If there is anything you wish to discuss with us, please make an appointment with either Mrs Hough or Mrs 
Moreton.  

How you can help at home 

Early Reading/ Phonics and writing 

o Talk to your child to help them increase their vocabulary. 
o Work on active listening skills- this could be done by reading a story and then 
asking questions to check they’ve listened and understood. 
o Practise writing their name and the lower-case letters of the alphabet. 

Maths 
o Look for numerals everywhere, order numerals 
and match the correct amount of objects. 
o Subitise different amounts 1-5.  
o Teach your child to recognise different number 
patterns eg: 3 is the same as 000 and _-_ 
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Thank you in advance for your support and we look forward to an exciting half term.  
Mrs Hough and Mrs Moreton 


