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Welcome Back to St Francis Nursery 
We are delighted to welcome you back to school for the start of the second Spring Half-Term. We hope you 
all had a great half term and spent lots of time with your families, friends and loved ones. We have had more 
children joining our Nursery; they are settling in and quickly making new friends. As always, we will teach the 
children phonics and Maths every day and sing the same songs and do the usual routines to help your child 
learn. Please remember to keep checking Tapestry as we still post pictures and videos of your child’s learning 
on there. 
  
Topic 
Our topic this half term is ‘Teddies’ which also incorporates the past and present. The children will look at 
several focusing books, including “We’re Going On A Bear Hunt” and ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’. The 
latter story is especially good for oral retelling – telling your child a story without a book is a valuable skill and 
one that they will definitely love. Maybe you could retell other traditional tales too? 
 
Lent and Easter 
Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent and the build up to Easter. We will be doing lots of work teaching the 
children about the special events in Jesus’ life leading up to His death and resurrection. More details can be 
found on the RE newsletter (please turn over). 
 
Home and school links 
We hope you’re enjoying viewing your child’s learning journey online. If anyone is having difficulty logging on 
or if you’ve still not returned your Tapestry form, then please see Mr Prior so we can ensure you have access. 
Can we please encourage you to use Tapestry as a two-way link, so we can see the learning your child does at 
home. Please upload any photos or videos of home learning, as this will help gather evidence of your child’s 
learning and development towards the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum. You can also message the 
teachers directly via email if you have any comments or concerns to: nursery@bsf-leeds.co.uk 
 
How you can help at home 
Phonics 

 Talk to your child to help them increase their vocabulary.  

 Read a bedtime story every night, ask questions about 
the pictures, ask your child to predict the ending of the 
story. 

 Sing traditional British nursery rhymes such as Baa Baa 
Black Sheep and Humpty Dumpty 

Maths 

 Sing songs which include counting and naming 
the numbers. Eg, 10 Green Bottles; 5 Fat 
sausages; 5 Little Ducks. 

 Focus on learning the value of numbers 1-5, 
count out everyday objects from your home 
and say the numbers. 

General  

 Help your child to learn to put on their coat by themselves and to start the zip or buttons 

 Help your child practice speaking in sentences of more than 2 or 3 words. For example, ‘Help me please’. 

 If your child stays for lunch please cut food into small chunks, especially grapes which should be cut down 
the length. 
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 The Season of Lent 

 
Dear Parents,                                              28th Feb – 14th April 2022 
 
The word Lent comes from an old English word that means ‘lengthen’ and refers to the turning of 
Winter into Spring when the days lengthen and the cycle of life is renewed once more. There is more 
sunlight, birdsong is more noticeable, spring bulbs are in bloom and trees are beginning to show signs 
of coming to life. These signs of new life are echoed in the season of Lent through which the Church 
bids us to reawaken and refocus on tending to the Lord who calls us ‘come back to me, with all your 
heart’. The journey of Lent is a journey towards the new way of living that Jesus, through the Holy 
Spirit, promised to us through the power of our most celebrated season – Easter.  
 
We tend to celebrate Christmas as if it’s the most important time in the Church’s year, but the 
Resurrection of Jesus is the most important event for Christians. When Christians say that their hope is 
in the risen Jesus, they mean it is their greatest hope. When Jesus rose on the first Easter morning, it 
was a brand new kind of life. He promises this same life to all who hope in him. No wonder that Easter 
is the greatest feast! 
 

Special intentions for our prayers from the Church’s prayer cycle for Lent: 
Candidates for the sacraments; the needy and the hungry of the world; Women; Penitents and 
Wanderers 
 
Dates from the Church’s calendar:   

1st March  St. David (Patron of Wales)  25th March  The Annunciation 
2nd March Ash Wednesday   27th March Fourth Sunday of Lent 
6th March First Sunday of Lent   3rd April Fifth Sunday of Lent 
13th March Second Sunday of Lent    Holy Week 
17th March St. Patrick    9th April Palm Sunday 
19th March St. Joseph, Husband of Mary  14th April Maundy Thursday 
20th March Third Sunday of Lent   15th April Good Friday 
       17th April Easter Sunday 

 

Nursery – Good Friends 

This half term, children in Nursery will learn that Jesus chose friends to help him bring the Good News to people. 
They will learn that Jesus was very loving and forgiving and that he will help us to forgive and say sorry. Children 
in Nursery will learn that Good Friday was a sad day but that Easter Sunday was a very happy day.   

 


