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Welcome To St Francis Nursery 
We had a very busy start to the term last month. Lots of children returned and we had new starters. Everybody 
was very happy to see the new Early Years unit and the children had a lot of fun exploring the new zones. It took a 
while to get used to going wherever they liked and to have their snack at a time of their choosing but now they are 
excited to come in and get on with exploring, playing and learning. Please remember to keep checking Tapestry as 
we still post pictures and videos of your child’s learning on there. 
  

Topic 
Our topic this half term is ‘To Infinity and Beyond!’. The children will look at several focusing books, including 
“Whatever Next”, “How To Catch a Star” and “Aliens Love Panta Claus”. The themes of these books encourage us 
to learn about space and the night sky. 
 
Weather 
As the weather worsens please make sure your child comes in suitable clothing. It may be sunny in the morning but 
rain can come later, so always send them in a waterproof coat labelled with their name on. Similarly all hats and 
wellies should be named too. We encourage the children to play outside in all weathers so they should still be 
bringing a bag with spare clothes and footwear in for them to change into if they get wet. 
 
Home and school links 
We hope you’re enjoying viewing your child’s learning journey online. If anyone is having difficulty logging on or if 
you’ve still not returned your Tapestry form, then please see Mr Prior so we can ensure you have access. Can we 
please encourage you to use Tapestry as a two-way link, so we can see the learning your child does at home. 
Please upload any photos or videos of home learning, as this will help gather evidence of your child’s learning and 
development towards the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum. You can also message the teachers directly via 
email if you have any comments or concerns to: nursery@bsf-leeds.co.uk 
 
 
How you can help at home 
 
Phonics 

 Talk to your child to help them increase their vocabulary.  

 Read a bedtime story every night, ask questions about the 
pictures, ask your child to predict the ending of the story. 

 Sing traditional British nursery rhymes such as Baa Baa Black 
Sheep and Humpty Dumpty 
 

Maths 

 Sing songs which include counting and naming the 
numbers. Eg, 10 Green Bottles; 5 Fat sausages; 5 
Little Ducks. 

 Focus on learning the value of numbers 1-5, count 
out everyday objects from your home and say the 
numbers. 
 

General  

 Help your child to learn to put on their coat by themselves and to start the zip or buttons 
 If your child stays for lunch please cut food into small chunks, especially grapes which should be cut down the length. 
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RE Newsletter 2 

Dear Parents, 
The dark nights have certainly found their way back to us and we return from half term to the month of 
November – a time to remember those who have gone before us into the loving embrace of God.  

We also find ourselves moving towards the season of Advent when we prepare to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Son of God, at Christmas.   

 
In this issue of the newsletter you will find what your child is learning about in 
each year group. We hope you find this newsletter of interest and as always, 
please keep us in your prayers as we continue to support your children in their 
religious education.  

Dates from the Church’s calendar: 

31st  October All Saints’   3rd  Dec St. Francis Xavier 
2nd    November  All Souls   5th  Dec   Second Sunday of Advent 
3rd  November       St. Winefride   6th  Dec St. Nicholas 
17th  November St. Hilda of Whitby  8th  Dec Immaculate Conception of Mary 
21st   November Christ the King    12th  Dec Third Sunday of Advent 
22nd  November St. Cecilia   19th Dec Fourth Sunday of Advent 
28th  November First Sunday of Advent 25th  Dec Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
30th  November St. Andrew   26th  Dec The Holy Family 

 
The cycle of prayer during Advent and Christmas: Openness to the Word of God especially on Bible 
Sunday (2nd Sunday of Advent); Migrants and Refugees especially on Migrant's Day (3 December); 
Expectant Mothers especially on 4th Sunday of Advent. 
 
Nursery & Reception – God’s Family 
“Creation is the first and universal revelation of God’s love … Each human person 
 is made in God’s image …” Religious Education Curriculum Directory 
 
This half term, the children in the Nursery and the Reception classes will be learning about God’s Family. 
Throughout the topic, the children will be given opportunities to become aware that God made all the 
people in the world to be part of his family and that we are part of it too.  
They will learn that God made us to know and love him, as well as to show our love for him by helping 
one another. They will find out that God has given us gifts so that we can show his love to others.  
As Christmas approaches, they will learn that God’s greatest gift to us was to send his only son Jesus and 
learn how to respond to that gift. 

At home 
You could help your children by: 
• reminding them that Christmas is about the gift of Jesus to us and not just about 
receiving presents. 
• talk about your family and draw pictures of Jesus being part of your family 
• take them to see baby Jesus at church during the Christmas season. 

 

Eternal rest grant 

unto them O Lord, 

and let perpetual 

light shine upon 

them. May they 

rest in peace. 

Amen 

 

 


