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9th March 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

 

A WARM WELCOME BACK! 

 

We have missed our children and you very much over these past few months. Seeing you all arrive through 

the gates yesterday, was fantastic!  To be able to say ‘Hello’ or ‘Good Morning’ face to face is so much nicer.  

The children have settled in very quickly and really enjoyed their first day back.  They are keen to reconnect 

with the staff and their friends and begin their recovery journey. 

 

Staying Safe 

As you will be aware, we are operating a one-way system on the school site.  Entry is via 

the main gate and exit via the ginnel gate.  Face coverings must be worn by all adults 

whilst on the school premises.  Along with maintaining social distancing, these measures 

will help to reduce the risk of infection for everyone.  Thank you to those parents/carers 

who have followed all the guidelines to date, we really appreciate your cooperation in 

helping to keep everyone safe.  It is important that everyone does their little bit! 

 

Households and bubbles of pupils, students and staff of schools and colleges: get rapid lateral flow tests 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-

staff  Click on this link, to find out who is eligible for twice-weekly testing and how to get tested if you do not 

have symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19).   

 

RECONNECT – RECOVERY - RENEW 

The return of the children marks a new era in education and learning.  As you are aware, St Francis of Assisi, 

like every other school in the country, has been through an unprecedented time, probably one of the most 

difficult in recent history.  This has forced schools to relook at how they deliver the highest quality education 

to children.  Schools have met this challenge in a variety of ways, including through the development of the 

Remote Learning Model.   

 

St Francis of Assisi, right from the start of the pandemic, decided to use this time 

to rethink how we deliver our education to meet the needs of the children and 

community we serve.  This meant 'thinking outside the box' and doing things 

differently from how they had been done previously.  We intend to take what we 

have learnt about Remote Provision and use it to develop a new, blended approach 

to learning: quality first classroom learning with remote learning/home learning to 

increase the rate at which we close the gaps in knowledge and skills. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff


 

In light of this, we have decided to extend the laptop loan scheme to our Key Stage 2 children (Years 3-6).  

Along with the quality first teaching throughout the day, the children will be signposted to focused on-line 

learning activities which will help to further consolidate and extend their learning.  More details will be shared 

with parents/carers as we develop and refine this new blended approach.  We would also value your feedback 

on the impact of this new approach.  Please feel free to speak to your class teacher with any thoughts or 

feedback. 

 

The focus of the children’s learning over these next few weeks 

will be reconnect - recovery – renew.  The curriculum will 

support the children in reconnecting relationships, recovering 

mentally, physically and spiritually and renewing a fresh energy 

for their learning as they move forward. 

 

The landscape of education, as with many other sectors of society, has changed as a result of our experiences 

of COVID-19.  It is important that we do not look back, but look forward to the future and embrace it with an 

open mind to ensure we continue to meet the needs of our children. 

 

Pope Francis proclaims “Year of St Joseph” 

With the Apostolic Letter “Patris Corde” (“With a Father’s Heart”), Pope Francis recalls 

the 150th anniversary of the declaration of Saint Joseph as Patron of the Universal 

Church. To mark the occasion, the Holy Father has proclaimed a “Year of Saint Joseph” 

from 8th December 2020 to 8th December 2021.   

 

The 19th March is the Feast Day of St Joseph. Over the course of this year, the children 

will learn more about St Joseph including the seven characteristics: Beloved Father, 

Tender and Loving Father, Obedient Father, Accepting Father, Creatively Courageous, 

Working Father and Father in the Shadows. 

 

Easter Holidays Reminder 

The holidays have been changed to give the children more time to settle back into learning.  We will be taking 

one week at Easter and two weeks at Spring Bank.   

 

The dates are as follows: 

Easter Holidays: Friday 2nd – Friday 9th April.  Children return on Monday 12th April 2021 

Spring Bank Holidays: Monday 31st May – Friday 11th June.  Children return on Monday 14th June 2021 

 

 

 

Thank you as always for your support. 

God bless 

 

E.McDonagh-Smith 

Interim Executive Headteacher 

 


