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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Following the announcement yesterday evening by the Prime Minister, it is with a heavy heart that 
we have had to make the decision to close the school to all pupils on Tuesday 5th January.  This is to 
enable us to make the necessary arrangements for childcare and remote learning.   We will re-open 
to vulnerable and critical worker parent families only, from Wednesday 6th January. 
 
CRITICAL WORKERS 
As you will understand, the purpose of the national lockdown is to limit the contact between people 
and therefore reduce the rate of transmission.  If your child attended school during the previous 
lockdown as they were eligible under the vulnerable or critical worker criteria, they will be eligible 
to attend school from Wednesday 6th January.  We will however be reviewing this list in light of the 
new government revised guidance published yesterday.  We will be asking you to re-submit evidence 
from your workplace to confirm that you are still a critical worker and that you have no other 
childcare options. 
 
If your job role has changed and you are a critical worker and require a place in school for your child, 
you will need to bring in a letter from your employer or another form of evidence to support your 
application for a place. 
 
We do ask that you consider carefully if your child is eligible for a place in school and whether this is 
essential in order for you to work.  For some two-parent families, it may be the case that only one 
parent is a critical worker and the other parent is able to look after the children at home or you have 
other childcare options.  We are trying, where possible, to limit our numbers in school to support 
the purpose of the national lockdown. We will be prioritising places based on the level of need across 
the families in our school community.  
 
SAFEGUARDING/WELFARE 
Our key priority, as always, it to ensure our children are safe and so staff will be making weekly 
safeguarding/welfare calls or visits.  This will be a great opportunity for children and parents/carers 
to share any good news and celebrate new achievements.  It is also an opportunity for parents/cares 
to discuss any concerns they may have and feedback on how children are managing their remote 
learning activities. 
 
Members of the public should call Children's Social Work Services during office hours (9.00am – 
5.00pm) on 0113 2224403. If you think a child is immediate danger call the police on 999 out of 
office hours (evenings, weekends and bank holidays). 
 
 



REMOTE LEARNING 
In terms of remote learning, the staff as always have been amazing!  They have been working hard 
behind the scenes already to prepare for this eventuality and a move to remote learning for pupils. 
 
By the end of today, there will be remote learning activities available on the school website (and via 
Google Classrooms for Yrs5&6) for Wednesday to Friday.  A timetable will be posted for the 
forthcoming week by Fridays of each week. This will include the times and links of live lesson inputs 
from the staff and learning activities for the pupils to complete. We will be sending out clear 
guidance and expectations for parents/carers and pupils for remote learning and participating in live 
lessons. Please ensure that you have read this, prior to joining the sessions. Separate information 
and advice will be sent out to the parents/carers of our youngest children in Nursery and Reception 
about remote learning and how to support them. 
 
We understand that there is a difficult balance to strike for those parents who are working from 
home whilst completing home learning with their children.  Please do let us know if there are times 
when this is unmanageable so that we are aware and can help in other ways.   
 
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY 
We are still awaiting the arrival of the allocated technology devices from the DfE from the first 
lockdown. We also recognise that for some parents as a result of a lack of technology, online learning 
can be very difficult.  If you know that your child will struggle to access online remote learning due 
to a lack of a device, please contact us via the school phone (0113 270 0978) or school email address 
jlaf@bsf-leeds.co.uk. Unfortunately, due to limited resources, we cannot guarantee access to 
devices for all children, however we will review requests on a case-by-case basis to see how we are 
able to support our families. 
 
Please continue to communicate with us and we will keep working to adapt to the needs of our 
families wherever possible. This is a learning curve for us all and we need to help and support each 
other to ensure that our children learn and thrive during this period of lockdown. 
 
FREE SCHOOL MEALS 
Our catering team are working hard to ensure all our children, who attend school and are entitled 
to a Free School Meal (FSM), will continue to be fed.  Initially, for the remainder of this week, daily 
hot Grab Bags will be available for parents/cares to collect from school.  From next week, we are 
hoping to provide weekly Food Hampers per family, again to be collected from school.  We will keep 
you informed if we receive any information from the Government or Local Authority regards food 
vouchers. 
 
Thank you in anticipation, as always, for your continued support. We cannot wait to have all of the 
children back into school again! 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

E. McDonagh-Smith 
Interim Executive Headteacher 


