
Varied Fluency 

Step 9: Which Tense?

National Curriculum Objectives:

English Year 5: (5G4.1b) Using the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and 

cause

Differentiation: 

Developing Questions to support using the past, present and future tenses of regular verbs 

in simple and perfect forms. Each single-clause sentence contains only one verb, for 

example: He had walked five miles. 

Expected Questions to support using the past, present and future tenses of regular and 

irregular verbs in simple and perfect forms. Sentences may contain more than one verb, 

for example: He had walked five miles in order to find the flowers that she had requested. 

Greater Depth Questions to support using the past, present and future tenses of regular 

and irregular verbs in simple and perfect forms. Sentences contain more than one verb 

and parts of the verb are sometimes omitted, for example: He had walked five miles in 

order to reach the café that she had visited and (that she had) recommended to all her 

friends. 

More resources from our Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

scheme of work.

Did you like this resource? Don’t forget to review it on our website.
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Which Tense? Which Tense?

1a. Underline the verb and identify the 

tense it is written in.

The old man and his dog turned 
slowly towards the setting sun.

1b. Underline the verb and identify the 

tense it is written in.

Her daughter had performed the 
lead role fantastically.

2a. Choose the correct tense form for the 

sentence below.

They had tirelessly climbed the mountain 

in one day.

2b. Choose the correct tense form for the 

sentence below.

He has unfortunately moved on to 

another school.

3a. Identify the tense of each sentence 

written below.

3b. Identify the tense of each sentence 

written below.

4a. Complete the sentence below using 

the past perfect tense.

By the time the alarm ________________ _________________, 

the burglar had already escaped.

4b. Complete the sentence below using 

the future perfect tense.

I ________________ ________________ ________________ my 

homework before I have my supper.
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had sounded has sounded
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Past perfect Simple past Present perfect Simple present

A. My brother has decided to join the Army 

as soon as possible.

B. By next weekend he will have painted the 

living room.

C. During the show he had laughed at the 

terrible jokes.

A. The sun will have stopped shining by next 

week.

B. Only you had noticed the mistake in the 

document.

C. They have guessed that the surprise trip is 

abroad.
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Which Tense? Which Tense?

5a. Underline the simple past verbs and 

circle any past perfect verb phrases in 

the sentence below.

It was a cold morning and we had been 

out for a walk with the dog before it had 

even turned light.

5b. Underline the simple past verbs and 

circle any past perfect verb phrases in 

the sentence below.

There were some enthusiastic members 

on the team who had only been playing 

for a few months, and had already made 

a good impression to the coaches.

6a. Choose the correct tense form for the 

sentence below.

Jack will have finally built his house by 

next summer and moved in.

6b. Choose the correct tense form for the 

sentence below.

This radio station plays the most current 

music and is definitely my favourite.

7a. Identify the tense of each sentence 

written below.

7b. Identify the tense of each sentence 

written below.

8a. Complete the sentence below by 

choosing a verb and using the past 

perfect tense.

After the huge jewellery heist, the robber 

______________ been ______________ by the police, 

even though he ______________almost ______________ .

8b. Complete the sentence below by 

choosing a verb and using the future 

perfect tense.

With any luck, my mum ______________ ______________

______________ into the attic and _____________ ______________

______________ all the photos before I arrive.
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Future perfect Simple future Present perfect Simple present

A. Your mother will have finished working at 

the mill in an hour and she will have brought 

some chocolate home with her.

B. Despite the bitterly cold winter, the spring 

bulbs had appeared and had sprouted their 

colourful petals.

C. It won’t be long before the rest of the 

family has arrived and then we will eat.

A. The howling wind last night will have 

damaged the roof of the shed and will have 

blown the fence down.

B. The jet had disappeared off the radar 

shortly after midnight and the weather 

conditions had been terrible.

C. The old lady has lived in her house for 

over ninety years and has been so happy 

there.
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Which Tense? Which Tense?

9a. Underline the simple past verbs and 

circle any past perfect verb phrases in 

the sentence below.

Saraya was an excellent dancer: she had 

won a dance competition and appeared 

on television to an audience of millions.

9b. Underline the simple past verbs and 

circle any past perfect verb phrases in 

the sentence below.

Our young pup was so fluffy that the 

waitress had mistaken his tail for a used 

napkin and tried to pick it up off the floor.

10a. Choose the correct tense form for 

the sentence below.

The parcel had arrived with some parts 

missing and had been broken.

10b. Choose the correct tense form for 

the sentence below.

The children will have performed many 

times and controlled their nerves by now.

11a. Identify the tense of each sentence 

written below.

11b. Identify the tense of each sentence 

written below.

12a. Complete the sentence below 

choosing a verb and using the present 

perfect tense.

The little dog from across the street 

______________ ______________ without a trace, but the 

local animal shelter ______________ already 

been ______________.

12b. Complete the sentence below 

choosing a verb and using the past 

perfect tense.

I ______________ already ______________ more than 

three miles to get to the shop she ______________

______________ , which was the only one near 

my house.
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Past perfect Simple past Future perfect Simple future

A. The man had complained after he had 

received a letter from the council 

threatening to close his shop down.

B. The council have opened up the old 

station in the village after huge demand 

from the villagers who commuted to the 

city.

C. Yusuf will have worked for us for twenty 

years and received an award when he left.

A. Mary had always loved Bert despite them 

being two very different people and she 

eventually married him. 

B. The seamstress has matched the dress 

colour perfectly to the men’s ties that I have 

ordered.

C. The tiny mouse will have been scared to 

death when the huge, ugly cat from next 

door walked through the kitchen.
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Varied Fluency
Which Tense?

Developing

1a. turned: simple past.

2a. Past perfect

3a. A. Present perfect; B. Future perfect;  

C. Past perfect.

4a. had sounded

Expected

5a. simple past: was; past perfect: had 

been, had turned.

6a. Future perfect

7a. A. Future perfect; B. Past perfect;

C. Present perfect

8a. After the huge jewellery heist, the 

robber had been caught by the police, 

even though he had almost escaped.

Greater Depth

9a. simple past: was; past perfect: had 

won, (had) appeared.

10a. Past perfect

11a. A. Past perfect; B. Present perfect; 

C. Future perfect

12a. Example answer: The little dog from 

across the street has disappeared without 

a trace, but the local animal shelter has

already been informed.

Developing

1b. had performed: past perfect

2b. Present perfect

3b. A. Future perfect; B. Past perfect; 

C. Present perfect.

4b. will have completed

Expected

5b. Simple past: were; past perfect: had 

been; had made.

6b. Simple present

7b. A. Future perfect; B. Past perfect; 

C. Present perfect

8b. With any luck, my mum will have 

climbed into the attic and will have found 

all the photos before I arrive.

Greater Depth

9b.simple past: was; past perfect: had 

mistaken, (had) tried.

10b. Future perfect

11b. A. Past perfect; B. Present perfect; 

C. Future perfect

12b. I had already walked more than 

three miles to get to the shop she had

suggested, which was the only one near 

my house.

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Varied Fluency – Which Tense?  ANSWERS© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019


